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IT IT US. Char. II. Kc: 
The latter Part of the-lx 5th Verſe. 
Let no Man deſpiſe Thee. 
55 The Whole runs thus. 
Theſe Things ſpeak and ex- 
hort, and rebuke with 
all Authority. Let no 
Man deſpiſe [ hee. 
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= =T. P al having left Titus in 
Taz Crete with Epiſcopal Power 


Was requiſite for the Goverz- 
ment of the Church, proceeds to give Di- 
rections for the Saundneſo of its Doctrine; 
| B | where- 


by ordaining Elders in every gg, i. 
City,-to ſet in Order what 7. 5, 
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wherein we find that his Son Titus was 
enjoyned to make Chriſtian Ethicks the 
Subject of his Diſcourſes, far exceeding 
thoſe Moral Rules which the World had 
yet been acquainted with. | 


For in this Charge of the Apoſtle are 
comprehended the ſeveral Duties proper 
to every Age and State of Life. Gravity, 
true Holineſs and Charity were to be re- 
commended to the Elder Sort of both 
Sexes : Sobriety, Diſcretion and Tempe- 
rance, to thoſe of Jounger Tears, however 
in the Philoſophers Opinion indiſpoſed 
tor Precepts of Morality. And this not 
only to Perſons of Condition : For the 
Apoſtle did not think even Slaves (as the 
Original Word is generally underſtood) WM 
unworthy his Care. The Heathen Pre- 
tenders indeed to Wiſdom, judg'd it a 
Sort of Profanation to publiſh their My- 
ſteries to the Vulgar ; but the Goſpel 
makes no Diſtinction of Qualities as to I 
Virtue : The Poor as well as the Rich, 
even thoſe of the meaneſt, as well as the 
higheſt Rank, are oblige4 by all Chri- 
ſtian Graces to be Ornaments to their 
Holy Profeſſion. 
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Tais with Loyalty and Obedience to 
the Supreme Powers, was to be the Sub- 
ject of Tituss Diſcourſes to the Cretan 
Converts: And to prevent any Complaint 
of his Life's not being anſwerable to the 
Strict neſs of his Precepts, (as happen'd to 
the Heathen Moraliſts) He was moreover 
ordered in all Things to ſnew himſelf a 
Pattern of good Works; and to inſtruct 
the Faithful as by his Sermons, ſo alfo 
by the more powerful way of Perſuaſi- 
on his «wn Example. Neither was He 
to proceed by Advice only and Exhor- 
tation; but as Occaſion ſerv'd he was 
to promote Piety by more vigorous 
Methods, and to rebuke with all Aut ho- 
rity Offenders againſt theſe Holy Rules: 
And that both his Diſcourſes, and the 
Power wherewith he was intruſted, 
might be more effectual to the Salvation 
of the Cretans, which otherwiſe would 
have been of ſmall Force, the Precept 
in the Text is added, Let no Man deſpiſe 
thee, 


No Doubt is to be made, that the 
Words now read principally concern the 


Byþops, the Governours of the Church; 
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but as the Duties mentioned in the 
former part of the Verſe, Preaching, Ex 
hortation, and Rebuking are intruſteq 
to the Presbyters, - tho" in an inferior 
Manner; ſo may we believe that the Pre. 


cept in the Text is in ſome Meaſure ap- 


plicable to the Lower Order alſo. 


Ps being premiſed it might he en- 


— dito whom this Command is chief 
ditected whether the Clerg are hereby 


ehjoyn'd to maintain the Authority giren 


them by CUugisr, and fecure themſelves 
from Contempt: Or the Congregations 
committed to their Charge, are put in 
Mind to pay that Reſpect to their Mi. 
niſters Which their High Calling de. 


ſerves 


Bor as Expoſitors are not agreed in | 


this Point, ſo it will not be needfil to 
enter into the D ſpute. 
Words are capable of both Senſes, equally 


agreeable to other Places of Holy Scrip- | 
ture, we have good Reaſon to under- | 
ſtand them in their full Latitude, as com 
prehending a Duty applicable, 1/7, To | 
the Miniſter. 2dly, To the Faithful who 


are intruſted to his Care. 


For ſince the 
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I. FRS therefore in Relation to the 
Miniſter, tho' it may not be in his Power 
to prevail over the Paſſions and Humours 
of wicked and unreaſonable Men; who 
often flight thoſe Things and Perſons 
that are moſt valuable, as well as honour 
thoſe which deſerve little Eſteem ; Yet 
the Words ſeem to enjoyn him thus Care, 
that conſidering the Dignity: of h's Cal- 
ling, the Majeſty of God, whoſe imme- 
diate Servant He is, and whoſe Commiſ- 
fon he bears, He ſhould be ſo circumſpect 
in all his Words, Actions, and the whole 
Tenor of his Converſation, as not to give 
any Man juſt Occaſion to deſpiſe him ; 
but to merit Reſpect, whether it may be 
his good Fortune to meet with it, or not. 
And this He ought to do by hisVirtue and 
Probity ; and (as far as is conſiſtent with 
his Holy Profeſſion) both by avoiding 
whatever may ſeem mean and diſgrace- 
fl, and alſo by obſerving all thoſe 
Things which are accounted Decencies 
in civil Life; ſince we often find that 
unpoliſh*d Tnnocency, and Integrity is no 
ſurer Guard againſt the Contempt, than 
the Dangers of the World. 
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conſider, 


I. Taz Methods by which the Clergy} 


may beſt preſerve themſelves from 
falling into Contempt. 
II. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew how 


Performance of them. 


I. An as to the firſt of theſe Notlung | 
ſcems to contribute more than à ſerious 
Application of all our Studies towards | 
the Attainment of the ſeveral Quali- 
fications that are requiſite for the Sa- 
cred Office, join'd with a confant | 


Reſolution and Diligence to diſcharge 


the Duties of it with the greateſt Faith. 


fulneſs. 


Every Perſon in Authority, who b 
either to reprehend or puniſh the Offences 


of others, if he is true to his Truſt, may 
poſſibly draw upon himſelf, the III- will 


and Hatred of thoſe, whoſe Vices he 
ought to reſtrain; but will certainly be 
ſecure from Contempt: Whereas on the 
other Hand, he that proves remiſs and 

neg- 


In diſcourſing upon this Head, I ſhall 


great Obligation lies upon us to the 
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negligent in his Duty, will as certain! 
te deſpiſed, even by thoſe who, thro? his 
Want of Care and Sufficiency, enjoy a 
Liberty of following their unlawful Plea- 
ſures without Controul. 


Bur more particularly may we take 
Notice of Four Chriſtian Vertues with 
which whatever Miniſter 1s adorned, 
will ſcarce fail either in the Performance 
of his Duty, or in meeting with the Re- 
ect due to his Character; and theſe 
we, Divine Knowledge, or Wiſdom ; Ho- 
lineſs of Life; Zeal for Gov's Honour in 
the Salvation of Souls; and Siucerity. 


Iſt. WISDOM: And that this leads 
the Way to Honour, needs ho laborious 
Proof. Every Perſon is ſenſible how diſ- 
graceful the Imputation of Folly is; The 
IntelleQtual Faculties, Reaſon, and Know- 
age, are part of the Divine Image, in 
which our Firſt Parents were created, 
and raiſe Mankind to be ſupreme in this 
lower World; It cannot therefore but 
be highly honourable to ſurpaſs the reſt of 
Mankind in Wiſdom, by which alone 
Man is made more excellent than the reſt 
e ct his Fellow Creatures. 
qd | 5 Wa 
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W fee that Skiifulneſs in any Art of Trat, 
Science creates a Reſpect; much mon the 
Proficiency in Divine Knowledge ; which <> 
as it is the One Thing Neceſſary, ſo it Holy 
alone deſerves the Name of Wiſdom ; as deed 
propoſing to it ſelf the nobleſt End, our Fart. 
Eternal Happineſs; and the ſureſt Me.] duſtr 
thods to attain it. And it ever Learning] Goo 
and Knowledge were requiſite to preſerve Hea! 
the Clergy in due Eſtzem, they will be teacl 
found moit neceſſary in this Mice and I Wo j 
quifitive Age. The very Office of Tear. © 5 
ing and Inſtructing ſuppoſes, that thotef 8 
who are called to this Duty ſhould beg d 
well furniſhed with all Parts of uſcfulf bin 
Knowledge. Miniſters are to be the Li- cther 
ing Oracles of Gop, to whom the Faith 8 
ful may reſort for Ghoſtly Counſel andi; 1727 
Advice; ſuch as may be of Ability tofi edi 
apply the General Rules of Reaſon, and, _ 
the Holy Scriptures, to the Particular Lt 
Caſes in which every doubting Conſcience dom, 
deſires to be reſolved. Before the Holy Days 
Apoſtles were ſent on their Commiſſion f. 
Luke 24. to convert the World, they were to be e Seat 
Ver. 49. daed with Power from on High, according edu 
do the Promiſe of our Bleſſed Saviour WM ® INC 
John 16. that He world ſend them the Spirit eng 0 
Ver. 13. | Truth ue: 


| (39 
Truth, to guide them in all Truth: And 
the Qualifications for the firſt Seven Dea- 


'W cons were, that they ſhould be f#1/ of the Adds 6. 3. 
Hoh Ghoſt and I 85 given them in- 


deed by immediate nſpir ation, but n au 

Parts to be acquired by Labour and In- 

duſtry, yet by the Bleſſing of the ſame 

Gov. And the Methods to obtain this 
Heavenly Treaſure, the Holy Scriptures 

teach us, are fervent Prayer, and ſtudy- 

ing the Word of Gov. if any of gon Chap. 1. 
lack Wiſdom (fays St. James) let him ask Ver. 5: 
of God, that giveth to all Men liberally, 

and upbraitdeh not, aud it ſhall be given 

im. And the Pſalmit ack nowiledges no 

other Reaſon for his having more Un- 
derſtanding than all his Teachers, but 

that the Teſirmonies 1 God were his Pla. 119. 
Meditation. 99. 


Lex us therefore ſeek this Divine Wil- 
dom, in whoſe Right Hand are Length of Prov. 3 
Days; and in ber Left Riches and Ho- 10. 
zur : And ſo much the rather, becauſe a a 
greater Diligence in this Search is juſtly 
required of % than from other Mer. It 
indeed ther Duty alſo to jind Wi dom, Prov. 4 
end above all Gettings to get Underſ; Jan. 7. 

1 ing - But the neceſſary Affairs of Life, 

by the 


Et 

the Support of Themſelves and Families 
by their lawful Callings, may be allowed 
to take up much of their Time; whereas 
all our Days ought to be intirely dedicat- 
ed to the Study of that Knowledge, 
which may promote Holineſs in our 
ſelves and others; it being our peculiar 
Flappineſs, that what is our Duty in 
Common with other Men, is alſo our 
proper Profeſſion and Employment. 


24ly. BUT the next Qualification men- 

tion'd as uſetul to preſerve the Clergy 

from being deſpis'd, is, that we ſhould 

add to our Knovwledee Holineſs of Life: 

Theſe two ought by no Means to be ſe- 
parated, as being what our Saviour re- 
commended to the Apoſtles, at his firſt 
{ending them to preach the glad Tidings, 

That the Kingdom of Heaven was at ⁊ 

Mat. 18. Hand; namely, the Innocence of the 
15, Dove, joyned with the Wiſdom of the 


Goſpel. 


AND indced a Religious Life is the on- 

iy Way to attain this Heavenly Know- 

pl. : 5, ledge ; This Secret of the Lord is only with 
14 Fthemthat fear him : This nn 
A 1 


TRE Ck 2 on of 4 he! _—_ 1 

: CCCP 2 
7 : 2 

S ELIT SS * 8 
3 2 PA 3 * 0 
= 9 * « 


eee eo lan Went” Vat EI 
m 


IO 


* r GGW 
1 i . 
r Eu RI EEE et + Ss Dean L363 
23 222 LENNY, Et bat dnt 8 4 8323 
8 8 3 Q 


* " * I 
PAR IS I ⁵ĩ¾ͤ 11 
VVV 


TOs 2 * 


4 


Wi 


wu 


e 
delights to dwell no Where but in the Up- 
right and pure Heart. 


Tr therefore we would follow this Ad- 
vice of the Apoſtle, to let no Man deſ- 
pile us, we muſt ſincerely endeavour 
after this Holineſs of Lite, concerning 
which it will be no Paradox to affirm 
that it deſetves the greateſt Honour 
and Eſteem: By which is meant, not 
ſo much the Outward Reſpect and Ce- 
remozy, (tho? true Piety ſeldom fails of 
that Reward alſo) but the Inward Mo- 
nour of the Heart, which ariſeth from 
the juſt Opinion, every Perſon who thinks 
reaſonably muſt have of its Worth and 
Excellency. OL 6 


Fox that Vertue is one of tlie ſureſt 
Methods to procure a good Name and 
Reputation wicked Men themſelves do 
more than acknowledge; otherwiſe there 
would be no Hypocrites in the World : 
None of thoſe who aſſume to themſelves 
a Form of Godlineſs, but deny the Power 
thereof. For why {ſhould Men take fo 
much Pains to cover and conceal their 
Wickedneſs, and uſe ſo much Induſtry 
to make an outward Shew of Religion 

* C 2 to 
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unleſs tney were juſtly 


to the. World; 
ſenſible that nothing i is really ſo baſe and 
contemptible as V ice, . ſo bean. 
tiful and honourable as Goodneß and 
Victue? 920 


9 prophane Perſons have pretend- 
ed indeed to make Holineſs of Lite their 
Sco and Doeriſion, yet. true Picty carrics 
ſuch an Awfulneſs with it, as the Wick- 
ed cannot but ſecretly reverence ; ho- 
„ouring that Virtue in their Hearts, 
which "they jeſt at with their Mouths : 
whoſe Laws they, cannot but approve, 
tho? their beloved Pleaſures will not 
ſufer them to be obey'd. Put it may 
now be time to proceed to the next 
Preſervative from our being &.pis'd, 
hie h was, 


za, AN unweai ed Zeal for 60 Dei 
Tlongar in the Salvation of Souls: The 
Duty of Fxhbortation and Rebuke men- 
tioned juſt before my Text, 8 we 
hall he obliged not only mildly to per- 
ſaude the wicked Man from the ſtrongeſt 
Bent of his Inclination, but ſonetimes 
ta reprove with Sharpneſs his darling 


beloved Liſts is indeed 2 difficult Pro- 


Vince; 
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C1) 
ee; Which, if. unartfully managed, 
vill expoſe the Adviſer either to the Diſ- 
eaſure, or the Sport and Deriſion of the 
Corner. But if the right Addreſs be 
iſed, fo that our Ghoſtly Counſel ſhall 
ainly appear not to proceed from any 
(cert of our ewn Wiſdom above 
thers ; or any Deſign to reflect upon our 
others Infirmities ; but from an ardent 


Wire to promote GO D's Glory by the 
igheft Degree of Affection towards our 


Neighbour, the true Chriſtian Love of 
bs Soul; we have Reaſon to think that 
ur good Advice will be ſo far from 


atertain'd with Civilit), and Thanks at 
rſt, if not with Obedience; unleſs the Sin- 
ter be as much a Stranger to Good Man- 
lers, as to Vertue. 


athly. T ms next Qualification men- 
toned to ſecure the Clergy from Con- 
tempt, is S7zcerity : As it is the chief part 
of the Miniſterial Office, by all Argu- 
nents, our Examples, our Diſcourſes, to 
perſuade every Man to embrace the Of- 
{rs of Eternal Life propoſed to us by our 
Redeemer in the Goſpel, and to obey his 


Precepts; fo nothing is more capable of 
r Pre- 
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neeting with Dzſreſpect, that it will be 


3 

prevailing with the Auditors, than t 
juit Aſſurance they may have of the Faith 
fulneſs and Sincerity, as well as the N 

dom of the Speaker. Men of the moi 
Cunning may ſometimes for private 
Ends, be inclin'd to lead others into Mi 

| ſtakes, and give the worſt Advice; and 
therefore then eſpecially will the Counſel 
appear of greateſt Weight, when we ard 


certain that we may ſafely depend no les 


upon the Fdelity, than the Ruowoledge of 
the Adviſer. FE, 


Tus the great Reaſon which obliges 
us without the leaſt Scruple, to believe 
whatever we find written in the Holy 
Scriptures, is; becauſe neither can the In 
finite Wiſdom of Gop, the Author of 


them, be deceived, nor can his Infinite] 
Goodneſs and Holineſs ſuffer him to de- 
ceive his Creatures: Aud upon the ſame} 
Account, whoever (as far as is conſiſtent 
with Human Infirmity) ſhall endeavour} 
to 1mitate our Heavenly Father in theſe} 
Perfections, adding to Wiſdom ##5yaſs'd} 
Integrity, will be moſt powerful in per- 
ſuading his Hearers to believe the Truth 
of what he aſſerts, and follow the Advice 
he gives. As on the contrary, the _ | 


ence, V 
WVErel! 
Wer Us. 
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who h 
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wſpicion of a Man's Inſincerity in Affairs 
f this World, however falſe and un- 
rounded, may bring into Queſtion his Fi- 
elity as to Divine Matters, 


I Arp for this Reaſon, according to the 
Mi inoſtles Words, immediately following 
Ind 60 ke 0 g 
1 Text, may I take Occaſion to put 


hoſe that hear me, in mind of being 
weſt 10 Principalities aiid Porters ; Tit. 2. x. 
nd of that Sincere and Loyal Obedi- 9 5 
nce, Which we owe to our Gracious 
wwereign whom Providence hath placed 


Wer US. 


"ol Ir cannot be unobſerved, that ſome 
do have little Kindneſs for oz Orger, 
have endeavoured to miſrepreſent the 
rost Solemn Aſſurances we have given of 


101 ur Faith and Allegiance to the Preſent 
- WMcovernment, as diſſembled, and without 
10 Incerity ; which certainly ſhould inſtruct 


Wis. to render their Deſigns vain and in- 
i WMictual, by ſhowing on all Occaſions 


le ar unfeigned Zeal and Affection for his 
PAL FRE BAN TY . 

„ Whajeſty's Service: Not only to diſappoint 
Wiz Attempts they would make upon the 
2 klarour and Security we now enjoy; but 


10 | Þ juſtify our own Integrity. For ſhould 
f-M wan © 


1 * 
Kg * 


(1). 


any one by his Fault give People R 
to believe ſucli a Suſpicion unh 


ſhould it be imagined that any one of u nate L. 
can take ſo ſacred an Obligation as g nverſ 
Oath for Convenience, and then thin oy 4 
himſelf bound to nothing but the Brea kern 


of it; not to mention the Prejudice hic 
our Holy Church may hereby ſuffer 
How much will ſuch a Man leſſen th-f 
Credit and Authority which his Difcour 
ſes ought to have, when he would per 
ſuade others to the Duties of Vertue 
Truth and Holineſs? How contempti 
ble muſt he appear in the real Thought 


Calling 
peak ! 
able t 
eious I 
Reſult 
lon. 


of thoſe who make Advantage of his In] a 
ſincerity 2 How would ſuch a Violatiog 1 be 
of the moſt religious Tyes ard Engage 22 
ments be remembred, to the Diſgrace 0 Rives 
thoſe, who ſhall be guilty of it, cvea bi? 
Papilts themſelves, if ever it ſhould be a. “ 
gain in their Power (which Gop in bi | 
Mercy prevent) to throw off the Vask ae! 
and ſhew the Hatred they bear no leſs t pory2 
the Church ef ENGLAND, than to the Pre. and: 
ſent Conſtitution of the State? rpeate 
# mod C 
1 might add, as another Preſervatixe b 
from Contempt, Chri//7az Courage, hic Iva 
is neceſſary even for the Vertues of a pri ny 


vate 
**Wacit C 


5 77 7 

nte Life; when we {hall perhaps be 
converſant among wicked Men, with 
whom it may be a dangerous Fault to 
de innocent, but much more for a right 
performance of the Duties of our Holy 


Calling: By which we are obliged to 


heak Truth however diſpleaſing, and 
" able to Reſentinent. But this Reli- 
Ur 


Ious Fortitude is indeed the natural 
Reſult of the Graces already treated 
pon. 


Ir is acknowledged by all, that there 
lauen be no true Courage without 170 
0: And if we are conſcious ro our 
5 cles of having led an Holy Religious 


like, we have juſt Aſſurance that GOD Pfal. 118. 
on our Side; from whence it will pre- 6 

5 kntly follow, That we zced not fear 
bar Men can do unto us. Wherefore 

wery Miniſter ought to think that Com- 

nand given to him, which was ſo often 

repeated to Joſhua , Fear not, but be of y,j.1. 5 
wd Courage; the Want of which would 
txpoſe himſelf and his Commiſſion to 

orn and Contempt. All Feartulneſs 

a him would be a Reflection upon the 

Truth he endeavours to promote, or a 

acit Confeſſion that he is not the Man 

J) His 


Performance ot their Duty, join d with 
true Loyalty to their Princes, are Ver4 


; the C 
9 ſorta 
his Character requires. Can he H tan ; 
afraid of all the Terrors of this lit hic 
who believes as well as teaches; th]§ 0 
Gov is faithful, and ever preſent to de Vt iq 
liver his Servants out of all Dangers ; of * 
if in his All-wiſe Providence he is pleaſe 


to exerciſe their Patience and Fort tue II 
by Afffictions in this World. will gird proce 
them the pre ent Satistaction of a 900 whict 
Conſcience, and recompence the Sor n. 
rows they may now endure, with Joi Pract 

_ unſpeakable in Heaven? "WM nay | 
of. | has b 

Tuus I have endcavour'd to lav befor tale 
ou thoſe Ver ues which chieffy t tha only! 
Prieithood above Contempt. Not af te 2 
tho' I vainly imagined my ſelf of Cani4 e 
city to inſtruct my Brethren, much fe of it 
as Complaining of the Want of rho'Q oned 
. Graces, but as St Peter expreſſes it) td 
put my {elf and them in Remembra:ce | 4. 
Theſe things, tho they know then, and uh 2 5 
eſcabliſſid za the preſent Trith, or Di | wer 
vine Wildom and Knowledge, Holin:1$ 6-57 
of Life, an ardent Zeal for the Salvatici Win 
of Souls, Integrity and Courage in cg =. 


tues “n it may be juſtiy ſaid, ehe 
| tlic 


19 
the Clergy of this Nation, have not been 
ura. d, if equalPd, by any in the Chri- 
tan World. And as this is an Honour 
which our Adverſaries cannot, ſo we 
gur (elves ſhould be extremely caretul 
not by any Fault of ours to take from the 
Church. ; 
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IL Ir will now therefore be time to hl 
proceed to the next Branch of this Head, 1 
which was, to ſhew the great Obliga- _ 
tion that lies on us to the Study and 
practice of theſe Vertues; and as this 
may have ſome way appeared from what 
has been already ſaid ſo I cannot but 
take Notice that they are neceſſary, not 
only to ſecure us from Contempt, but for 
the very Performance of the Miniſterial 
0/fice, eſpecially thoſe t'x 0 Efſential Duties 
of it Exhortation and Rebuking, menti- 
oned juſt before the Text. 


ECT” IS 
2 - — 5 * 
„„ 
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Fox who ſhall pretend by all'the Me- 
Ml thods of Perſuaſion, to be urgent upon 
others to believe the Myſteries of our 
Holy Religion, and practice its Precepts, 
without being well furniſh'd with Hu— 
man and Divine Learning ? Who ſhall 
put on the Air of Authority to reprove, 

D'2 ut 
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20 
unleſs he ſhall be more than unblameal le 
even exemplary for Vertue and SanCtity? 
Can any one with Diligence and Con. 


ſtancy attend the laborious Duties of the 
Holy Office? Can he be willing to bear 


with the Infirmities of the Weak, and] 


the Perverſneſs of the Stubborn ; to he 
compaſſionate to the Man, but ſevere t 


his Vices; to be inſtant in Seaſon, ont if} 
Seaſon, refrove, rebuke, exhort with ul] 
Lone-Siffering and Doctrine: Io wat 
n all Things, endure Affiittions, to dg 
the Work of an Evangeliſt, aud make al 
fall Proof of his Miniſtry : Or, as the Apo. 
ſtle ſpeaks, to be all Things to all, that le} 
might ſave ſome? Can any one, I ſay, 
be equal to this difficult Task, unlels be. 
ſides an undaunted Reſolution, it be 
made eaſy and delightful by a Zeal for 
Gop's Service, the ſincereſt Affection 
for the Souls cf his Brethren, and a fer- 
vent Deſire to promote their Eternal 
Happineſs? The great Maſter of Rheto- | 
ric, as well as Philoſophy, among the 
Greets, places the chief Power of Per- 
ſuaſion in that good Opinion which the 
Orator ought to raiſe of himſelf in the 


Minds of the Hearers : Which He ſup- 
poles will be done, when his Wil- 
; : . dom, 


Conv 
for tl: 
[ hav 
as in 
cepts 
ſhort 


with 
mati 
Profe 
that 
Orat 


T 


{rec 
Aud 


are 


and Benevolence to his Auditors, ſhall be JF 
made apparent. 


AND to ſpeak in the Chriſſian Dia- 
ect, theſe are no other than fome faint 
Relemblances of that ſpiritual Wiſdom 
of the Preacher, 'The Holineſs of his 
Converſation, that Integrity and Zeal 
for the eternal Felicity of others, which 
[ have been recommending, but indeed 
as inferiour to theſe Graces, as the re- 
a WM cepts of the beſt Human Moraliſt fall 
0- Wl ſhort of that unſpotted Purity and Good- 
e ness, which is required by our Divine 
), W Matter and Law-giver. e 


be | WHEREFORE if in the Diſpute among 
or Wl the Heat hen Maſters of Oratery, whether 
n Wl a Man could be Excellently Eloguent, 
without being truly Vertuous, the Affir- 
mative was held by the Wileſt of that 
Profeſſion; much more certain we are, 
that no one can pretend to be a Clſ/1ar 
Vrator, unleſs fincerely a good Man. 


Tax Prince of Roman Floquence aſ- 
ſures us, no Paſſion can be raiſed in the 
Auditory of which the Speaker is not 

him- 


dom, Probity, and eſpecially his Kindneſs % 


en 
himſelf ſenſible: And can it be expected, 
that any Preacher ſhould ſzcceſsf#lly 
perſuade other, how neceſſary Meek- 


neis, Humility, Contempt of the World, 


Hatred of Sin, and the Love of Gon, 
are, to everlaſting Life and Salvation, 


when he himſelf is a Stranger to theſe | 


Chriſtian Vertues and Holy S ntiments, 
which muſt be practiſed, before they can 
be taught, and felt before they can be 


well deſcribed? Without theſe Graces, | 
all his Exhortations to Piety muſt needs 


he faint cold, and ineffectual: It can- 


not be that a Man of a wicked Life 
ſhould ſo eaſily withdraw his Thoughts 
from his vicious Pleaſures, as not to 


hnd creat Hindrance in his Divine Me- 


— 


ditations: Or ſhould he be fo great a 
Maſter of Diſcourſe, as to {peak moving- 
ly upon Subjects with which him ſelf is 
little aſſected; He may ſhow great Art 
and Eloquence, much of the Scholar and 
Orator ; but his Words muſt needs want 
that Lite and Vigour, which proceed 
tiom the Heart of the Speaker, who 
prevails upon others, by the { me Rea- 
ſons and Motives whereby h mſelf was 


firſt convinced. 


af I 


are concern'd ; and out ofa falſe Modeſty 


1 


Bor if the Graces I have now men- 


tioned are eſſentially neceſſary for a right 
Performance of the Duties of our Calling, 
they are no leſs fo for maintaining the 
Dignity of our Profeſſion. We are by 
St. Paul, ſtiled Stewards of the Myſteries 
of Chriſt, and alſo told how much it i; 
required of Stewards that a Man be found 
faithful to the Truſt repoſed in him. He 
gives us al o the Title of Embaſſadors for 
Chriſt, Now it Embaſſadors be fo ex- 
tremely nice and careful, even in the 
ſmalleſt Matters, that no Diminution 
may be offered to the Glory of their 
Prince, how much more ought they to 
uſe all Diligence and CircumfpeCtion, 


that no Diſhonour may by their Fault or 


Indiſcretion fall upon their Maſter, who 
receive the fame Commiſhon from 


Css himſelf, and repreſent the Perſon 


and Authority, not of any Earthly Puw- 
er, but of the Ning of Kzngs, and Lord of 
Lord? | 


Far be it therefore that any of 
CHRIST's Meſſengers out of Ignorance, 


or Fear, ſhould lit ſtill, and be ſilent, 
when the Honour Go and Religion 


be 


1 Cor. 4. 


2 Cor. 
5. 20. 


(24) 

be aſhamed to maintain the Dignity of 
his Character, and to appear againſt fa- 
ſhionable Wickedneſs ; or what is worſe, 
betray their Maſter's Cauſe by joynins 
with his Enemies, and making themſelyc< 
Combamious in thoſe Vices they were ſent 


{- ehre. What would that Publick 
M:yter deſerve, who ſhould treacher- 
ouſly revolt to the Adverfaries of his 
Prince? Or for want of good Senſe and 


 Refolvrion, fo much as tamely hear his 


Perſon treated with Scorn, his Govern- 
ment defined, or Laws vility'd ? 
Bur I ſhall forbear to add any more 


upon this Head, the Church having pro- I 
vided for us a moſt perfect Deſcription of 


r 
. nne 2 
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our Duty, not only to be heard once at 


our Ordination, but N meditated upon, 


and to be znprinted in our Memories; 
wherein both the Dignity of the Paſtoral 


Office, and the Obligations laid on us by q 


it, are fo fully, fo pathetically ezpreſſed, 
with the greateſt Force of Divine Elo- 
quence, as to leave others nothing but to 
repeat the ſame Thing, as inferiour in the 
Mauer, as Authority. 


Haix thus diſcourſed on the Apo- 
ſtles Advice ſo far as it concerns the Cler- 
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52 
gyz I ſhall conſider it, IIdly, As applica- 
ble to the People, who are hereby com- 
manded to pay the Miniſters of CuxIST 
that Reſpect which 1s due to their Sacred 


Function. And here, upon firſt Thoughts, 


it can fcarce be imagined, that an Order 
of Men inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf, to 
promote the eternal Welfare of Souls, 
ſhould meet with any other Treatment : 
They who bring glad Tidings of Recon- 
ciliation between God and Man; who 
publiſh Freedom to Captives, Happineſs 
to the Miſerable, and Pardon to the 
greateſt Offenders, might reaſonably hope 
to be received with Reſpect, as well as 
Joy : But fad Experience ſhows that 
there are Men, who becauſe they {light 
the Offers of Grace, would render the 
Publiſhers of them deſpicable. And this 
cannot but be pleaſing to the Enemy of 
Mankind, as knowing how much the 
Diſeſteem of the Clergy will tend to the 
Deſtruction of Souls; and how little the 
Generality of Men will regard the Do- 
ctrine, when they contemn the Preacher. 
For which Reaſon St. Paul, beſides the 
Advice in the Text, thought it neceſſary 


[0 
ſhould not be deſpiſed : He had experien- 4 12. 
" E ced, : 


ive a Caution that Timothy's Touth i Tim. 


2 Cor. 
10. 10. 


WE 


ced, that himſelf had not efcaped the 


Cenſure of his Adverſaries, who tho” they 


acknowledged his Letters to be weighty 


bodily Preſence, as weak, and his Speech, 
as contemptible. Thus Men of Atheiſt. 
cal Principles deſire to wound Religion it 


ſelf, by expoſing it's Miniſters to Scorn; 
and Libertines endeavour to excule their | 
own Vices, by magnifying the Mifcarriz- 


ges of the Clergy ; a Fault which every 


Pious Man muſt abhor : For we are o- 
bliged by common Juſtice and Charity, | 
not to injure our Neighbour's Reputati- | 
on, but to put the faireſt Conſtruction up- 
on his Words and Actions: This is much | 
more our Duty towards the Clergy, if | 
we conſider either our own Benefit, for 
which their Office is deſigned ; or to | 
whoſe more immediate Service they be- | 
long, even that cf our great Maſter and } 


Redemer. 


Fon fince Paſtors are required with 
the greateſt Care and Induſtry to watch 
over the Flock committed to their 
Charge; to ſpend, and to be ſpent, to 
promote their Spiritual, their chief good; 
common Gratitude at leaſt ſhould hd 
them 


and 1 yet found Fault with his | 
2 


E 
them loved and eſteemed for their Works 
Sake: Since they are {tiled in Holy Scrip- 
ture Miniſters, Stewards, Officers, Em- 
baſſ-dours of Cast, and even Fellow. 
al iin er with G., Honour and Re- 
ſpect is due to th Calling abſtracted from 
the Men. It muſt indeed be our ſincereſt 
Rudeavour, by every Chriſtian Grace 
and Vertue to add all Honour poſſible 
to our Hol» Profeſſion, but when our 


Li; declares, That a Cup of cold Water Mark g. 


ſhall not looſe its Reward, when given to 41. 
any of his little Ones, becauſe they be- 
lang to C sr, (o much certainly may 
bzlearid from thence, that not only the 
Perſonal Worth of the Clergy, but the 
Particular Relation they bear toCukisr, 
our Ln 5, ought to make the Miniſte- 
rial Office venerable. + 


AND for this Reaſon it is, that a Con- 
tempt put upon any one, as Cukls 1s 
Miniſter, is no ſmall Offence; becauſe it 
reaches higher than the Man deſpiſed, 
even to our 8 loux himſelf, whoſe. 
Perſon he ſuſtains and whoſe Commands 
he delivers: A d this, according to the 
common Cuſtom of the World, Who 
judge of the Reſpect we bear to the Ma- 

I. 3 2 ſer, 


(6¹8) 


ſter, by the Treatment we afford his Ser- 


vants; and of the Honour paid to | 


Prince, by the Reception given to his 
 Embaſſadours. FE Ig 


LziT this ſuffice, without being ſu. 
pected of Preaching up our ſelves, to put 


the Laity in Mind how much they are | 


concern'd to obſerve this Precept of the 


Apoſtle, of not deſpiſing their Miniſier:, | 
2 din as contrary to the Practice of all ci- 


vilized Nations, as true Religion. 


Fo it might ſeem needleſs here to in- 
fiſt upon the Dignity of the Prieſtly Office, 
which by the Ancients was annexed to | 
the Regal, or thought the ſecond in De. 
gree to it. Among the old Romans it 
was an Honour peculiar to the Nobility; 
and under the Moſaical Law the Levites | 
were choſen to ſupply the place, not of 
the Meaze/# of the Family, but the Hit 
Born; neither were they inferiour in 
Eſteem to any of the other Tribes: And | 
can any Reaſon be given why thoſe that 


miniſter about Holy Things, ſhould be 
leſs honourable among the Profeſſors of 
the true Religion, than the falſe ; under 
the Goſpel, than the Legal Diſ, e 
| * | UF; 


( 29 ) 


SUFFICIENT is is for us that our LOD 
hath given an Eternal Honour to the 
Prieſthood by being Partaker of it Him- 
ſelf: And this certainly among Chrifti- 
ans ought to ſecure it from Contempt. 
But to leſſen the Eſteem of the Clergy, 
there is another Method more indire& 
indeed, but not leſsefteCtval ; and that is, 
depriving them of that legal Mainte- 
nance given by our Anceſtors Piety, to 
ſupport them with ſome Credit and Re- 
pute in the World. For ſince Contempt 
z; the Conſequence of Poverty, what 
elſe can be the Deſign of forcing them to 
run the Hazard of one of theſe two Incon- 
veniencies ; either the Loſs of their Dze by 
ſubmitting to Injuſtice; or elſe of their 
Reputation by being reſſected on as liti- 
gious and worldly minded Men, when they 
refuſe tamely to depart from their own, 
and the Church's Right? | 


Ax Iniquity this is, no leſs prejudicial 
to the Future, than the Preſent Proſpe- 
rity of the Church, where Perſons of pro- 
miſing Parts and Endowments of Nature, 
capable of adorning the Holy Profeſſion, 
may be diſcouraged at the firſt ſetting 
1 is p out, 


( 39 ) 


out, and turn their Studies another way, 


upon the Foreſight of the little RepeQ, 
and the narrow Proviſion they were tc 
meet with in the World. 


Fox altho', it is a moſt certain Truth, 
that no Man ought to undertake this 
Sacred Office, only in Hopes of Tempo. | 
ral Advantage; yet if we conſider how | 
laborious (and as times are) expenſive the 
Preparation for it is; how great Applica- | 
tion, Diligence and Study 1s required, | 
which muſt increaſe, and grow up with | 
our Years ; not many Parents will be wil 
ling to dedicate their Children to a Pro- | 
feſſion, that requires ſo much Labour and 
Charge to attain to, upon no other Proſ- 


pect than to be por and deſpiſed. 


Bur to draw to a Concluſion. What- 
ever may be the Succeſs of ſuch Attempts, | 
it is our Duty, my Brethren, not to be 
diſcouraged, or diſmayed : Let us conſi- 
der that our Lox» himſelf, notwithſtand- 


ing the unſpeakable Mercy of his Coming 


to fave Mankind, met not with that 


Reception which the Diguity of his Per- 
ſon, and his Xindneſs to the World de- 
ierved : Iſaiab's Prophecy was fully veri- 
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ind (if Providence ſhall fo order it) can 
there be a greater Glory for us his Mini- 
ters, than to endure Diſgrace with him, 


Example, That we are counted worthy to 
ſuffer Shame for his Sake ? 


Bur ſo much the more ought we to re- 
7 WM flve to perform all parts of our Dut 


he with the greateſt Care: Which will not 


2- ¶ only be moſt pleaſing in the Sight of Gop, 
d, but will (as far as lies in our Power) ſe— 
th cure our Holy Office in it's due Eſteem 
il among Men: For however the Poverty 
0- W of ſome, or human Infirmities of others, 
dt MF may ſometimes be made the Sport of Im- 


rity, Holineſs, Loyalty, and an unwea- 
tied Zeal for the Salvation of Souls, with 
t- MW undaunted Courage in Defence of Gop's 
„ Truth, are ſuch Ornaments, as the Ene- 
mies of our Holy Religion may perhaps 
-e diſpleaſed with, but can never de- 


. WY pie. 


4 Tarss only ſhould be our Arts and 
Methods to gain an allowable Reſpect 
from Men, leaving it to our Adverſaries 


- FVV 


fed, He DAN deſpiſed and rejected of Men. z Chap. 53 


and for him; Rejoicing after the Apoſtle's 


. MW piety, yet Learning, Wiſdom and Since- 
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either ratioue S6andali, or in ordine 
Spiritualia; to draw to themſelves i 
Cogniſance of all Cauſes, and there 
lay a Yoke upon others, complained of MW 
equally burdenſome, that they may Wl 
regarded for a Power as ſubject to Env 
as free from Contempt. 5 


WäukKETORE my beloved Brethreifif 
let us not think it enough only to avoi 
5517 Offence that the Miniſtry may nd 
be blamed : But let us recommend it tx 


2 Cor. 
6.3. 


gregations, may the moſt Righteous 
Jupct grant at the Great Day: To 
whom with the FA rHERN and the Hors Wl 
GiosT, berrendred, as is moſt due, all 
Honour and Glory, World without End. 
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